
Ridgeway Farm CE Academy – Knowledge Organiser

2Year GroupExplorersThemeGeographyTopic

How is Nairobi different to Swindon?Key Question

Key Vocabulary

physical 
featurecitytownvillage

AfricaKenyaNairobi
human 
feature

climatecountrycontinentEurope

What should I already know?

• There are seven continents and five oceans. 
• The town I live in is called Swindon. The 

village is called Purton. 
• Swindon is in England which is in the United 

Kingdom. The united Kingdom is in Europe. 

Key Knowledge

 Climate
• Nairobi is warm and rainy most of 

the year.
• Swindon is cooler and has 

changing weather.

 Village, Town or City?
• Places can be villages, towns or 

cities.
• Swindon is a town and Nairobi is a 

city.

 Where are Nairobi and 
Swindon?
• We live in Swindon, which is in 

England, the UK and the continent 
of Europe.

• Nairobi is the capital city of Kenya, 
which is in the continent of Africa.

Comparing Nairobi and Swindon
• Nairobi is different from Swindon 

because it is hotter, has taller 
buildings, and is in Africa, while 
Swindon is in Europe.

Homes, Buildings and Wildlife
• In Nairobi people live in houses 

and apartments, and there are tall 
buildings called skyscrapers.

• In Swindon most people live in 
houses.

African wildlife

Nairobi, Kenya, Africa

Swindon, United Kingdom, 
Europe
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2Year GroupExplorersThemeRE Why does Easter matter to Christians?Topic

What I already know:

• Christians believe that Jesus was the Son of God and a special 
baby. 

• Christians believe that Jesus was God in the flesh. 
• Christians believe Jesus rose again. 
• Easter is very important in the ‘big story’ of the Bible.

Do you know why 
there is a cross on 
a hot cross bun?

What do you already 
know about the Easter 
story? Is it a sad or 
happy story? Why?

Key knowledge 

• Easter is part of the ‘big story’ of the Bible. The Easter story for Christians leads to the idea 

of new life. 

• The Bible tells the story of Holy Week and Easter, when Jesus died and came back to life.

• The Easter story moves from sadness (Good Friday) to joy (Easter Sunday). Christians feel 

both sad and happy at Easter.

• Churches celebrate Holy Week of Easter in different parts, they observe Palm Sunday, 

Good Friday and Easter Sunday. They hold Church services, supply hot cross buns, sing 

joyful songs, decorate a cross in church, giving and eating chocolate eggs.

• Christians believe Jesus rose again (resurrection), brings forgiveness, hope and new life.

• Easter is important to Christians because Jesus died and rose again, Christians believe he 

saves people, forgives sins and gives hope of new life..
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2Year GroupExplorersThemeScience: Animals needs for survivalTopic

What should I already know?
• I can name different kinds of animals like fish, birds, reptiles, amphibians 

and mammals.
• I can say what different animals eat – some eat meat (carnivores), some 

eat plants (herbivores), and some eat both (omnivores).
• I can talk about and compare animal bodies, like how fish have fins, birds 

have wings, and mammals have fur.

Key Vocabulary

omnivoreherbivorecarnivore

fishbirdsmammals

humansreptilesamphibians

Key Knowledge

Fish
• Fish are animals that 

live in water. 
• Fish need air, water, 

food and shelter to 
survive. 

• Fish have gills that they 
use to breathe.

Birds
• Birds have feathers, 

wings and a beak. 
• Some birds can fly. 
• Some birds cannot fly.
• Birds need air, water, 

food and shelter to 
survive.

Mammals
• Mammals have fur or 

hair on their body. 
• All mammals need air, 

water, food and shelter 
to survive.

• Mammals are 
carnivores, herbivores 
or omnivores.

Humans
• Humans are mammals.
• Humans need air, 

water, food and shelter 
to survive. 

• All animals need air, 
water, food and shelter 
to survive.

Reptiles
• Reptiles have dry scales 

on their bodies. 
• Reptiles need air, water, 

food and shelter to 
survive.

• Reptiles need direct 
heat to survive.

Amphibians
• Amphibians live on land 

and in water. 
• Amphibians do not have 

scales on their bodies. 
• Some amphibians have 

webbed feet. 
• Amphibians need air, 

water, food and shelter 
to survive.
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2Year GroupExplorersThemeArt Drawing: Understanding tone and textureTopic

Prior Knowledge:

• Observational 
drawing skills 
when 
exploring 
mark-making. 
Children

• Know how to 
use a range of 
tools, 
investigating 
how texture 
can be 
created in 
drawings. 

• Children know 
that applying 
more pressure 
when drawing 
or colouring, 
gives a darker 
tone. 
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2Year GroupExplorersThemeComputing-QuestioningTopic

Prior knowledge 
• I can use a mouse or touchscreen to click, drag and type.
• I have listened to questions and talked about my ideas in class. 
• I know how to ask simple questions about things I am curious about.
• I can use keywords to help me find information.
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2Year GroupExplorersThemeComputing – Effective searchTopic

Prior knowledge 
• I can use a mouse or touchscreen to click, drag and type.
• I can use keywords to help me find information.



Ridgeway Farm CE Academy – Knowledge Organiser                            

2Year GroupExplorersThemeMusic – Call and Response Topic

Prior knowledge 

• I have listened to and 

talked about different 

kinds of music.

• I know that dynamics 

means how loud or quiet 

a sound is.

• I can play simple 

rhythms and keep a 

steady beat using 

classroom instruments.

• I have used 

instruments to show fast 

and slow or loud and 

quiet sounds.
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2Year GroupExplorersThemeSpanish - InstrumentsTopic

Prior knowledge 
• I can say some 
simple Spanish 
words I have 
learned before.
•I can count 
some numbers 
in Spanish.
• I have learned 
a few Spanish 
colours.
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2Year GroupExplorersThemeDT MechanismsTopic

Prior knowledge:

• Many things that move 

have parts inside to help 

them work.

• Mechanisms usually limit 

unwanted movement.

• A slider mechanism 

moves an object in a 

straight line (e.g. 

left/right, up/down).

• Sliding mechanisms are 

designed to keep 

movement in one 

direction (e.g. using 

guides/rails, etc.).


