
Ridgeway Farm CE Academy – Knowledge Organiser

Topic History Theme Children Year Group 2

Key Question How did children’s lives change because of Queen Victoria?

Key Vocabulary Key Knowledge

What Were the 
Victorian Times?
• The Victorian period was 

from 1837–1901. 
• The Victorians lived a 

long time ago. 
• They lived after the 

Romans and before us.

Queen Victoria
• Queen Victoria was 

queen during Victorian 
times. 

• She ruled Britain for 63 
years. 

• She was the longest 
reigning monarch until 
Elizabeth II.

Victorian Children
• Some Victorian children 

went to school. 
• Some children worked in 

factories or chimneys. 
• Rich and poor children 

had very different lives.

Victorian Schools
• Victorian schools were 

strict. 
• Children wrote on slates. 
• Children sat in rows. 
• More children started 

going to school during 
Victorian times.

Rich and Poor Victorians
• Rich families had large 

homes and toys. 
• Poor families often 

worked hard and had 
little money. 

• Some poor children lived 
in workhouses.

Dr Barnardo
• Thomas Barnardo helped 

poor and homeless 
children. 

• He opened homes and 
schools to help children. 

• He changed children’s 
lives.

How Childhood Changed:
• More children went to school. 
• Fewer children worked. 
• Adults started to think children should learn and play.

Prior Learning

• How to place things on a timeline.
• The great fire of London
• Compare Florence Nightingale and Mary Seacole



Ridgeway Farm CE Academy – Knowledge Organiser

Topic Science: Materials Theme Children Year Group 2

Key Vocabulary Key Knowledge

Explore materials 
• Objects can be made from 
different materials. 
• Some materials are natural, 
such as sand, wood and 
wool. 
• Some are human- made 
such as plastic and 
cardboard. 
• Some materials are 
recyclable and can be used 
again.

Wood, paper and 
cardboard
• Paper and cardboard are 
made from wood.
• Wood, paper and 

cardboard come from trees. 
• There are different 
strengths of wood, paper and 
cardboard. 
• Wood, paper and 
cardboard can be recycled 
and used again.

Brick and Rock
• Rock is a natural material. 
• Bricks are a human- made 
material. 
• Rock and brick can be used 
to build houses, buildings 
and walls.

Glass and plastic
• Glass is hard and brittle.
• Plastic can be flexible or 
hard. 
• Some plastic can be 
recycled. 
• All glass is recyclable.

Metal
• Metal comes in many forms 
and colours. 
• Some metals are flexible 
and can easily change 
shape.
• Some metals cannot change 
shape easily. 

Fabrics
• Fabrics can be natural. 
• Fabrics can be human-
made. 
• Fabrics have different uses.

Prior Learning

• Objects are things that you can touch or see.
• Objects are made from materials.
• Some materials that objects are made from (e.g. glass, wood, plastic)
• Some words to describe materials (e.g. shiny, soft, rough absorbent)
• Materials which are natural and which are man- made.

Natural 
materials

Human- made 
materials

Same object, different material
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Topic RE: How and why do we celebrate special 
and sacred times?

Theme Children  Year Group 2

What I already know:

• Some people belong to different religions. 
• Celebrations are special times.
• Christians believe Jesus is special.
• People celebrate with family and friends.
• Symbols can help people remember things.

Key Vocabulary

Key Knowledge

Celebrations Matter
• People celebrate special 

times with food, music, 
decorations and family. 

• Celebrations help people 
feel happy, remember 
important events and spend 
time together.

The Easter Story
• Christians believe Easter is 

an important celebration 
about Jesus. 

• Holy Week includes Palm 
Sunday, Last Supper, Good 
Friday and Easter Sunday.

Easter Symbols
• Christians use symbols to 

help remember Easter. 
• Crosses, palm leaves, 

candles and Easter eggs 
all remind Christians about 
parts of the Easter story.

Pesach (Passover)
• Jewish people celebrate 

Pesach to remember how 
Moses helped the Jewish 
people escape slavery in 
Egypt. 

• Special foods on the seder 
plate help Jewish families 
remember the story.

Ramadan and Eid- ul- Fitr
• During Ramadan, Muslims 

fast, pray and help others. 
• Eid- ul- Fitr is a joyful 

celebration at the end of 
Ramadan with food, gifts, 
prayers and family 
gatherings.

Comparing Celebrations
• Christian, Jewish and 

Muslim celebrations are 
different in some ways, but 
they all include 
remembering important 
stories, spending time with 
family and coming together 
as a community.
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Topic Computing –  Making Music Theme Children  Year Group 2

Prior knowledge 
• How to save work
• How to retrieve saved work
• Adding simple sound effects to 
stories in 2Create a story.

Prior units
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Topic Computing –  Presenting Ideas Theme Children  Year Group 2

Prior knowledge 
• Creating text and the use of illustrations 
• Genre: animated picture book
•Presenting ideas in art form
•2Paint a Picture: art effects, collage effects
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Topic Music Myths and legends Theme Children Year Group 2

Prior knowledge 

• I have listened to and 
talked about different 
kinds of music.

• I use a thinking voice to 
play rhythms on an 
instrument.

• I can play simple 
rhythms and keep a 
steady beat using 
classroom instruments.

• I have used instruments 
to show fast and slow or 
loud and quiet sounds.

•Using their voices 
expressively when singing, 
including the use of basic 
notes 

•Beginning to use musical 
vocabulary to describe 
music.
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Topic Spanish –Little Red Riding Hood Theme Children Year Group 2

Prior 
knowledge 
• I can say 
some simple 
Spanish words 
I have learned 
before.
•I can count 
some numbers 
in Spanish.
• I have 
learned a few 
Spanish 
colours.
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Topic Art – Painting and Mixed media Theme Children  Year Group Year 2

Prior Knowledge:

• Observational drawing skills when exploring mark- making.
• Know how to use a range of tools, investigating how texture can be created in 

drawings. 
• Children know that applying more pressure when drawing or colouring, gives a darker 

tone. 
• Primary and secondary colours
• Colour mixing techniques and applying these skills in painting and printing. 
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Topic DT: Mechanisms: Fairground wheel Theme Children  Year Group Year 2

Prior Knowledge:

• To 
understand 
how wheels 
move.

• To identify 
what stops 
wheels from 
turning.

• To design a 
moving 
vehicle.

• To build a 
moving 
vehicle.
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