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Key Vocabulary

Allah: Arabic word for God. In Islam, Allah is the absolute one; unique, all powerful, 
all knowing.
Five Pillars of Islam: The five things that Muslims are expected to do.
Hajj: Muslim pilgrimage to Mecca
Islam: Second largest religion in the world, founded by the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh).
Mecca: Mecca is an important place to Muslims. It is where Muhammad was born. 
Muslims face Mecca and pray and try to visit it sometime during their lives. 
Mosque: Muslim place of worship. 
Muslim: Someone who follows the teachings of Islam.
Prophets: Special messengers sent from Allah.
Prophet Muhammad: The last prophet and the key prophet in Islam.
Shahadah: Muslim belief that there is no God but Allah and Mohammad is the 
messenger of Allah. 
Qur’an: Islamic sacred book believed to be the word of Allah as dictated to Muhammad.
Zakah: Charity
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• Muslims are expected to pray 5 times a day. Praying gives Muslims a feeling of 
connection to Allah and to all the other Muslims around the world.

• Zakat is the third pillar of Islam and is all about looking after others. Every year, 
Muslims give some of their savings to charity.

• Sawm is the fourth pillar and calls for Muslims to fast. During Ramadan, the ninth 
month, Muslims fast during daylight hours, Fasting allows Muslims to devote 
themselves to their faith and reminds them of the suffering of others.

• At least once in their life, Muslims go on a pilgrimage to the Kaaba (the sacred house 
of Allah) in Mecca. It is important to Muslims as Mecca is the place where the 
Islamic religion started. 
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