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Key Vocabulary

Allah: Arabic word for God. In Islam, Allah is the absolute one; unique, all powerful, 
all knowing.
Five Pillars of Islam: The five things that Muslims are expected to do.
Eid-ul-Fitr: Known as the "Festival of Breaking the Fast", is a religious holiday
celebrated by Muslims worldwide that marks the end of Ramadan. 
Guidance: help and advice about how to do something or about how to deal with 
problems.
Hadith: a collection of traditions containing sayings of the prophet Muhammad.
Hajj: Muslim pilgrimage to Mecca.
Ibadah: Arabic word meaning service. 
Islam: Second largest religion in the world, founded by the Prophet Muhammad 
(pbuh).
Mecca: Mecca is an important place to Muslims. It is where Muhammad was born. 
Muslims face Mecca and pray and try to visit it sometime during their lives. 
Mosque: Muslim place of worship. 
Muslim: Someone who follows the teachings of Islam.
Prophets: Special messengers sent from Allah.
Prophet Muhammad: The last prophet and the key prophet in Islam.
Ramadan: Ramadan is the ninth month of the Islamic calendar, when Muslims fast 
during daylight hours. 
Shahadah: Muslim belief that there is no God but Allah and Mohammad is the 
messenger of Allah. 

Qur’an: Islamic sacred book believed to be the word of Allah as dictated to 
Muhammad.

• Muslims believe that it is impossible to fully capture what God is like in one word so 
they use 99 different beautiful names.

• People get guidance on how to live their lives from different sources. For many 
Muslims, the main source of guidance is the words of Allah which are written in the 
Qur’an. They also look to Hadiths - words, actions and instructions of the Prophet 
Muhammad (pbuh) as reported by the people around him during his life.

• During Ramadan, the ninth month, Muslims fast during daylight hours to help them 
to appreciate how poor people suffer. It also concentrates the mind on what it means 
to be a Muslim and obey the command of Allah. It helps to build discipline into the 
life of a Muslim. 

• Eid-ul-Fitr, a festival at the end of Ramadan, is a day of celebration, happiness and 
forgiveness.

• There are over 1,500 mosques in the UK. A typical mosque includes a minaret, a dome 
and a place to wash before prayers. Each feature has its own significance.

• Mosques have no pictures or statues. Instead they are usually decorated with Islamic 
art and geometric patterns.
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