
Ridgeway Farm CE Academy – Knowledge Organiser

Topic History – Stone Age to Iron Age Theme Community Year Group 4

Key Question How did community develop from the Stone Age to the Iron Age?

What should I already know?

• I know that the Ancient Egyptian civilisation began around 3100 BC and ended around 30 BC, 
when the Romans took over.

• I know that timelines help us understand chronology by showing the order events happened, with 
BC (Before Christ) coming before AD (Anno Domini).

• I know that invaders try to take over land by force and settlers move to live in a new place. 

Stone Age

• The Stone Age is split into three periods: the Palaeolithic, Mesolithic and Neolithic ages.
• During the Palaeolithic Age (old Stone Age), people controlledfire and developed weapons for 

hunting. They gathered food by hunting wild animals and birds, fishing and collecting fruits and 
nuts. People lived in caves and used flint to make tools. 

• During the Mesolithic - Humans were hunter- gatherers and constantly on the move in order to
stay safe and warm. They lived in animal skin tents. 

• During the Neolithic period (late Stone Age), people began to farm and live in permanent homes. 
Communities started to grow as people settled in one place and worked together. They made 
homes from stones. 

Timeline

Key Vocabulary

Palaeolithic the first era of the stone age – or ‘the old stone age’

Mesolithic the second era of the stone age – or ‘the middle stone age’. 

Neolithic the third and final era of the stone age – or ‘the new stone age’.

BC BC stands for ‘before Christ’ and means the number of years before the year 0 –
when Christians believe Jesus was born.

AD AD stand for ‘anno domini’ – which means ‘in the time of our lord’. AD is used for 
all years after the year 0. 

tribes a group of people that live together for protection.

settlement a place where a group of people live together in many buildings.

prehistoric before people could read or write. we only know what happened thanks to 
artefacts left behind. 

community a small group of people who all live in the same small area

artefact an object made by a human

archaeologist person who learns about the past by diggingup artefacts and studying them

Cave paintingsStone Hedge 

Skara Brae

Stone Age House

Barbury Castle Hillfort Avebury Stones

Bronze Age

• The Bronze Age: During this era, people discovered how to make bronze. This was a huge 
development and meant their tools would be much stronger. the wheel was invented

Iron Age

• The Iron Age: This was the last period of prehistoric Britain before the Romans. 
• Iron Age people built hill forts for protection because war was common. New iron technology 

meant more people had weapons like swords and spears. 

Key Knowledge

• The Stone Age began 3 million years ago, followed by the Bronze Age and then the Iron Age. 
• From the Stone Age to the Iron Age, communities grew as people stopped moving around and 

began farming. They built permanent homes, lived in villages, shared jobs and worked together to 
survive and stay safe.
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Topic Science -  Electricity Theme Community Year Group 4

Key Question How does electricity help us?

Key Vocabulary

battery two or more cells joined together to store more energy

buzzer a device that makes a sound

bulb the glass part of an electric lamp, which gives out light when electricity passes 

through it

cell a portable store of energy

circuit a closed path that energy can flow through

conductor a material that allows energy to flow through it

current a flow of electricity through a wire or circuit 

electricity a form of energy that can be carried by wires and is used for heating and lighting, 
and to provide power for devices

energy the power from sources such as electricity that makes machines work or provides 
heat

insulator a material that does not allow energy to flow through it

material what an object is made from

metal a material which can be hard, shiny and a conductor of electricity

motor a device that uses electricity or fuel to produce movement. 

socket the part of the electrical circuit where the plug fits to make a connection

switch a device that opens and closes an electrical circuit

wires a long thin piece of metal that is used to fasten things or carry electric current

What should I already know?

• Electricity is a form of energy that can be carried by wires and is used for heating and lighting and 
to provide power for devices. 

• Sources of light and sound may need electricity to work. 

What I will know by the end of the unit

Common appliances that use electricity 

• Many appliances use electricity and must be plugged into a socket for the electricity to pass through the circuit. Other 

appliances may need batteries to power the energy around a circuit. 

• Some appliances use electricity to heat things up (cooker hobs) 

and cool things down (fridges and freezers). 

• Electricity can be extremely harmful. 

• Liquids and wet hands should be kept away from electrical 

appliances and circuits.

Build and draw circuits

• A circuit must have a closed path so that electrical energy can pass through. 

• Circuits can include bulbs, wires, switches, buzzers and cells connected in one 

loop. 

• If a circuit does not have a source of energy, such as a cell or battery, then 

electricity cannot flow around it.

What has gone wrong?

• A bulb will not light in a circuit if it is not in a complete loop with the cell. 

• A bulb will not light in a circuit if a switch is open.

Conductors and insulators 

• A conductor is a material which allows energy to flow through it. 

• Metals are good conductors. 

• An insulator does not allow energy to flow through it. 

• Materials which are insulators are rubber, plastic and wood.

Conductivity within a circuit

• A conductor is a material which allows energy to pass through it. 

• An insulator does not allow energy to pass through it. 

• Some materials can be used to connect a gap in a circuit, 

others cannot

switch cell battery buzzer
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Topic RE Theme Community Year Group 4

Key Question Why do some people think that life is a journey and what significant experiences mark this? 

Key vocabulary 

baptism The Christian religious rite of sprinkling water on to a person's forehead or of immersing 
them in water, symbolizing purification or regeneration and admission to the Christian 
church.

Bar Mitzvah The initiation ceremony of a Jewish boy who has reached the age of 13 and is regarded as 
ready to observe religious precepts and eligible to take part in public worship.

ceremonies A formal religious or public occasion, especially one celebrating a particular event, 
achievement, or anniversary.

journey An act of travelling from one place to another.

commitment To be dedicated to a cause, activity or  person

ritual A religious or solemn ceremony consisting of a series of actions in a prescribed order.

significance Being worthy of attention or importance. 

Key Knowledge

• We all go on different journeys in life. Some are short, long, exciting, or ordinary.
• Christians take part in special ceremonies like baptism and confirmation to show they 

belong to their faith. Water is used in some of these ceremonies to signify a fresh start 
and washing away sins.

• Jewish children can show their dedication to their religion by becoming Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah during a special ceremony. This means they are now responsible for their own 
choices in their religion.

• Hindus believe in Samsara –  the cycle of life, death and rebirth. This means the next 
life is determined by how a person lives their current life.

• For some people, a marriage ceremony is part of their journey through life. Religious 
marriages are different from each other but often share the same core principles: a life-
long commitment, faithfulness, and a promise to share a life with someone else.

• Christians, Jewish people, and Hindus all have special ceremonies that mark important 
moments in life, but their beliefs and traditions are different.

• Some people think life is a journey because we go through different stages, like being 
born, growing up, learning, and making important promises. In different religions, 
special ceremonies such as Christian baptism, Jewish Bar/Bat Mitzvah, and Hindu 
beliefs about rebirth help mark these important steps and show commitment to faith.

What should I already know?

• Why festivals are important to religious 
communities.

• Main beliefs of different religions, e.g., Hinduism, 
Judaism, and Christianity.

What I will know by the end of the unit. 

❑ What a journey means to me.
❑ The significance of baptism for Christians.
❑ How Jewish people mark becoming adults.
❑ The ceremonies Hindus mark in the journey of life.
❑ Understand why people choose to get married.
❑ Whether all journeys are similar.
❑ The comparison between the journeys of Christians, 

Jewish people and Hindus.
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Topic Computing – Effective search Theme Creation Year Group 4



Ridgeway Farm CE Academy  – Knowledge Organiser

Topic Computing – Hardware Investigators Theme Community Year Group 4

Prior Knowledge

• I understand 2 - way communication technologies using algorithms 
that run off the hardware

• I have started to understand what technology is and why we use it.
• I know that many devices use computational technology.
• I have explored what the Internet is and how devices connect to it.



Ridgeway Farm CE Academy  – Knowledge Organiser

Topic Computing – Artificial Intelligence Theme Community Year Group 4

Prior Knowledge

•  To look for places where technology is used in and out of school. 
• To write about and understand the different parts of a computer. 
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Topic Computing – Making Music Theme Community Year Group 4

Prior Knowledge

• I know that simple sound effects can be added to stories in 2Create a Story.
• I can digitally create music and sound effects on 2Sequence.
• I can use music and sounds in stop animation creation.
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Topic Tudors – La casa Tudor Theme Community Year Group 4

Prior Knowledge 

1. The letter sounds (phonics & phonemes) from 'Phonics & 
Pronunciation' lessons 1 and 2. 

2. Basic decoding skills looking for cognates and gist listening 
and reading for meaning. 

3. What a verb, noun and adjective is in English. 
4. That adjectives can change spelling in Spanish due to gender.

Key Objectives

1. I will use basic greetings in Spanish, ask somebody how they are feeling and reply when asked to me.
2. I will ask somebody their name in Spanish and reply when asked to me. 
3. I will recall numbers 1 - 10 and count from 11- 20 in Spanish. 
4. I will learn how to ask somebody how old they are in Spanish and reply when asked to me. 
5. I will learn how to ask somebody where they live in Spanish and reply when asked to me. I am I have I 

live 
6. I will learn how to express my nationality in Spanish and understand basic gender agreement rules
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Topic Design Technology – Electrical systems: Torches Theme Community Year Group 4

Prior Knowledge

• I understand that an electrical system is a group of parts (components) that work together to transport 
electricity around a circuit.

• I know the name and appearance of a bulb, battery, battery holder and crocodile wire to build simple circuits.
• I can complete design criteria based on a client’s request.
• I can review initial ideas against the design criteria and peer feedback, developing a final design.
• I can test that the simple circuit works by adding a battery.

Intended Outcomes

• To identify the features of a torch and how it works.
• To describe what makes a torch successful.
• To create suitable designs that fit the success criteria 

and their own design criteria.
• To create a functioning torch with a switch 

according to their design criteria.
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Topic Art and Design – Sculpture and 3D: Mega Materials  Theme Community Year Group 4

Prior Knowledge

Formal Elements
•I know that using light and dark colours next to each other creates 
contrast.
•I know that forms can be organic (natural) or geometric (like cubes).
•I know that artists can use shapes to make abstract art.
Making Skills
•I know how to join 2D shapes to make a 3D form.
•I know how to join larger materials to make a stable sculpture.
•I know how to shape card by rolling or folding to match my idea.
•I know how to plan a sculpture by drawing first.
•I know how to choose materials to make a bigger version of an idea.
•I know how to join card using slots, tabs or wrapping.
•I know how to add colour or texture to a sculpture.
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Topic Music -  Adapting and transposing motifs (Theme: Romans) Theme Community Year Group 4

Prior Knowledge

• I can sing in tune and in harmony with others, using good breath control
• I can perform a vocal ostinato in time.
• I can listen carefully to others in my group while we perform.
• I can create an ostinato and write it down to help me remember it.
• I can create and perform a piece using different ostinatos.
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