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Topic Ancient Greece Theme Leadership Year Group 5

Key Question How did the leadership of the Greeks influence the Western World?

What I should already know
Greece is a country in the continent of Europe.
The climate of Greece is different to that of the UK.
Information about the Egyptian civilisation and their 
leadership.
The Romans and Vikings invaded Britain.
The chronology of British history.

.

Greek influence on the western world
After thousands of years, our modern society has many things to be thankful to the Ancient Greeks for.
The Ancient Greeks developed many of the letters we use today in reading and writing.
Athenian democracy was a system of government designed to give adult men the right to vote on how the city-state would make rules and 
laws. Today, we have a similar democracy where we vote for politicians to represent us in government.
The Olympic Games originated in Olympia, an ancient Greek city-state.
The Ancient Greeks introduced the world to the theatre. Comedies and tragedies are still genres of theatre and entertainment that we 
enjoy today.
Philosophy was developed by the Ancient Greeks. Famous philosophers such as Pythagoras, Socrates, Plato and Aristotle still influence our 
thinking today: Pythagoras created the first maths formula, Socrates developed the Socratic method used to discuss ideas, Plato’s ideas 
on ethics are still debated today, and Aristotle laid the foundations for modern science.

Key Vocabulary

Ancient: something from a very long time ago.

Assembly: A democratic organisation in ancient Athens where 
men could vote on laws.

Civilisation: A human society with well-developed rules and 
government often where technology and the arts are considered 
important.

City States: Small areas that Ancient Greece was divided into, 
each with their own governments, laws and army.

Democracy: A system where the citizens of a country or state 
are involved in the way it is run.

Empire: A group of countries or states that are ruled by one 
ruler or country.

Legacies: Things that exist after someone dies or after a 
civilisation or event ends.

Myth: A story from ancient times about something that 
happened long ago that some people believe to be true.

Philosophy: The ‘love of wisdom’ in which people think and ask 
basic questions about human life.

Tyrant: a ruler who governs with cruelty.

Victorious: having won a victory.

Zeus: In Greek mythology, the God of the sky and the supreme 
ruler of the Olympian Gods.

The Olympics were first held in Ancient
Greece in 776 BC. This is one of the legacies
of Ancient Greece. Events included boxing, 
wrestling, running and chariot racing. Women 
were not allowed to compete in the Olympics. 
This was because Ancient Greek women were 
not treated as equals to men and had fewer 
freedoms. The idea for the marathon also 
originates from this time.
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Subject Science: Animals including humans

 Animals can be grouped into vertebrates
(and then further into fish, reptiles, 
amphibians, birds and mammals).

 Some examples of life cycles (including
those of plants and humans)

 Reproduction and growth are two of the
seven life processes.

 How to live a healthy lifestyle.

What should I already know?

V o c a b u l a r y

adolescence the period of your life in which you develop from
being a child into being an adult

adulthood the state of being an adult
development the gradual growth or formation of something

foetus an animal or human being in its later stages of
development before it is born

genitals the reproductive organs
gestation the process in which babies grow inside their

mother's body before they are born
growth an increase in something

hormones
a chemical, usually occurring naturally in your body, 
that makes an organ of your body do
something

independent If someone is independent, they do not need
help or money from anyone else.

infancy the period of your life when you are a
very young child

life cycle
the series of changes that an animal or plant passes
through from the beginning of its life until
its death

life
processes

There are seven processes that tell us that living
things are alive

mature When a child or young animal matures, it
becomes an adult

menopause

the time during which a woman gradually stops
menstruating, usually when she is about fifty
years old

menstruation
the approximately monthly discharge of blood by 
non-pregnant women from puberty to
the menopause

offspring a person's children or an animal's young
organ a part of your body that has a particular purpose
puberty the stage in someone's life when their

body starts to become physically mature
rapid A rapid change is one that happens very quickly
reproduction when an animal or plant produces one or more

individuals similar to itself
toddler a young child who has only just learned to walk
vertebrate a creature which has a spine

What will I know by the end of the unit?
What are
the main
stages of
the human
life cycle?

foetus - an unborn animal or human being in the 
very early stages of development

newborn - this is a baby that has just been born.

infancy - this is a period of rapid change. Many
toddlers learn to walk and talk at this stage.

childhood - children learn new things as they 
grow. They become more independent.

adolescence - this is when the body starts to
change and prepare itself for adulthood. 
Hormonal changes take place over a few years. 
This is also known as puberty.
early adulthood - this is when humans are usually 
at their fittest and strongest.
middle adulthood - changes such as hair loss may 
happen. There are also some hormonal changes 
again and the ability to reproduce decreases.

late adulthood - there is a decline in fitness and 
strength.

What is
puberty?

 Puberty is the change that happens in late
childhood and adolescence where the body 
starts to change because of hormones.

 Some changes include growth in height, 
more sweat, hair growth on arms and legs,
under the armpits and on genitals, and
growth in parts of the body. Females begin
to menstruate.
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Subject Spanish: Habitats
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Subject Art and design: Architecture

Zaha Hadid

• Born in Baghdad, Iraq in 1950
• Moved to London to study 

architecture
• First woman to be awarded 

the Pritzker Architecture
prize in 2004

• Her futuristic designs use 
strong materials like steel and 
concrete but her buildings 
appear soft and curved.

• Inspired by childhood visits to 
cities in Iraq.
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Subject Design and Technology: Monitoring Devices
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Subject Computing
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Subject Music: Musical Theatre

Key skills
•Recognising and confidently discussing the 
stylistic features of different genres, styles and 
traditions of music using musical vocabulary.
•Comparing, discussing and evaluating music using 
detailed musical vocabulary.
•Developing confidence in using detailed musical 
vocabulary (related to the inter-related 
dimensions of music) to discuss and evaluate their 
own and others’ work.
•Composing a detailed piece of music from a given 
stimulus with voices, bodies and instruments 
(Remix, Colours, Stories, Drama).
•Selecting, discussing and refining musical choices 
both alone and with others, using musical 
vocabulary with confidence.
•Suggesting and demonstrating improvements to 
own and others’ work.
•Singing songs in two or more parts, in a variety of 
musical styles from memory, with accuracy, 
fluency, control and expression.
•Working as a group to perform a piece of music, 
adjusting dynamics and pitch according to a 
graphic score, keeping in time with others and 
communicating with the group.

Key knowledge
To understand that musical theatre includes both 
character and action songs, which explain what is 
going on and how characters feel.
To know that choreography means the 
organisation of steps or moves in a dance.
To know that musical theatre uses transitions, 
which are short passages of music used to move 
between sections of the musical action.
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Subject R.E. What matters most to Christians and to Humanists?

Key Vocabulary

Rules:  statement of what may, must or must 
not be done in a particular situation or when 
playing a game

Principles: a moral rule or a strong belief 
that influences your actions

Values: beliefs about what is right and 
wrong and what is important in life

Right/good: morally good or acceptable; 
correct according to law or a person’s duty

Wrong/evil: not morally right or honest

Christian: based on or believing the 
teachings of Jesus Christ

Humanist: a person who believes in a system 
of thought that considers that solving 
human problems with the help of reason is 
more important than religious beliefs

Parables: a short story that teaches a moral 
or spiritual lesson, especially one of those 
told by Jesus as recorded in the Bible

Code of living: a set of principles some 
follow when deciding how to behave

What should I already know?

• Christians believe in God.
• There are lots of religions.
• People have different beliefs.

Key Knowledge

• That we make rules or principles to help us to be good.
• Christians might say that trusting God matters most, and that 

it helps people to be good. Humanists would disagree.
• For Christians, trusting in God, as seen in Jesus, may matter 

even more than being good, because it helps a person to be 
good.

• Humanists believe that humans can be ‘good without God’.
• Humanists believe the scientific explanation of how the 

universe works and reject the idea of the supernatural and God.
• The concepts of fairness, justice, forgiveness and freedom are 

important to both.
• The values of Christianity include love, forgiveness, peace 

between people and God, honesty, prayer, worship and 
fellowship (togetherness).

• Both Humanists and Christians prefer the idea that choices are 
made out of love and respect, rather than just ‘doing as they 
are told.’

Key questions

How should we care for others 
and the world, and why does it 
matter?
What can we learn from 
religions about deciding right and 
wrong?
Does religion help people to be 
good?


